
 
 

House of Delegates 
 

The House of Delegates is comprised of 36 delegates. A third of the delegates are allocated 
evenly to each district while two-thirds are allocated based on each district’s proportional share 
of SDDA members.  Delegates are elected for a two-year term and must be a member in good 
standing with the ADA and SDDA for at least two years and in good standing in their district. 
 
The House of Delegates meets in concurrence with the SDDA Annual Session (currently on 
Friday morning). The House considers a variety of issues brought before it (see Powers and 
Duties below).  Most issues are brought to the House in the form of resolutions and reports.   
 
Delegates should attend their district’s caucus meeting on Friday morning prior to the meeting 
of the House.  Each district is provided a room, in the vicinity of the House meeting room, for 
their caucus. The purpose of the district caucus is to discuss and debate district positions on 
issues that will come before the House. 
 
Delegates are encouraged to attend Reference Committee hearings on Thursday afternoon 
prior to the House meeting.  The purpose of the hearings is to vet the various resolutions that 
will come before the House. Reference Committees consider the reports and resolutions in an 
open hearing for all members and report their recommendations to the House of Delegates..  
Each Reference Committee will consist of one delegate from each district society.   

 
The House of Delegates has the following powers: 

 
 Final determination regarding the policies that govern the Association in all its activities. 
 Enact, amend and modify the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Association. 
 Adopt and amend the Association’s Policy on Professional Discipline. 
 Grant, amend or revoke charters of the component societies (districts). 
 Approve all memorials, resolutions and opinions in the name of the Association. 
 Create special temporary committees. 
 Select the time, date and place for the annual scientific session. 
 Rescind any action of the Board of Trustees. 

 
The House of Delegates has the following duties: 
 

 Elect officers; honorary members; Speaker of the House; and, delegates and alternate 
delegates of the American Dental Association.   

 Adopt an annual budget. 
 Determine the annual dues, fees and assessments. 



Additional Information: 
 
Officers and the Board of Trustees are advisory members of the House of Delegates and may be 
granted the privilege of debate but cannot vote.  
 
Any alternate delegate may act in the absence of any delegate, providing that he/she reports 
such substitution to the Executive Director.  
 
A special session may be called by the President upon his/her own initiative, or in response to 
the written request of one-third of the members of the House of Delegates, or in response to 
the resolution of a majority of the Board of Trustees.   
 
Two thirds of the voting members of the House of Delegates shall constitute a quorum. 
 
 


